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Adopted 4/24/18

Amended 4/24/18


Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni and Hazouri & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Becton, Bowman, Boyer, Brosche, K. Brown, R. Brown, Carter, Dennis, Ferraro, R. Gaffney, Gulliford, Love, Morgan, Newby, Schellenberg and Wilson and amended on the Floor of Council: 

RESOLUTION 2018-244-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JUDGE AND FORMER GENERAL COUNSEL JAMES L. HARRISON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, James L. Harrison graduated from Lee High School, earned his bachelor’s degree at Florida State University and his law degree from the University of Florida College of Law in 1967; and


WHEREAS, Judge Harrison began his career as an associate in a law firm headed by future State Attorney Ed Austin, then followed Mr. Austin to the State Attorney’s Office where he served as Chief Assistant State Attorney from 1969 to 1972 before returning to private law practice; and


WHEREAS, in 1982 James L. Harrison was elected to the circuit court and was a highly respected jurist when, in 1987, he was tapped by Mayor Tommy Hazouri to become the City’s General Counsel and confirmed unanimously by the Jacksonville City Council; and

WHEREAS, during his term from 1987 to 1991 Judge Harrison presided over the first significant reorganization of the General Counsel’s Office since the creation of the Consolidated City of Jacksonville, improving staffing levels, salaries and professional standards and creating, in his words, “a top-notch law firm” to serve the City’s many and varied legal needs; and

WHEREAS, Judge Harrison applied his considerable skills and legal experience to a number of thorny issues during his tenure, and is perhaps best remembered for having issued the legal opinions that ruled the citizen-initiated referendum to repeal a new annual garbage fee as invalid, and the referendum to amend the City Charter to impose a 3% annual cap on property tax revenue increases as purely advisory; and

WHEREAS, following his term as General Counsel, Judge Harrison served as a certified mediator and arbitrator as well as a Senior Judge for the Fourth Judicial Circuit; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and sterling accomplishments of former Judge and General Counsel James L. Harrison, and honors his decades of service to the citizens of Northeast Florida. His legacy of integrity and wise counsel will be long and gratefully remembered by all who knew him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

_     /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_____
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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